IGO PASSIONATE ABOUT RACING CAREER
By: Keith Shampine 

A growing industrial cleaning business and a Boston-area indoor karting facility have led Easton, Mass., native Chris Igo, Jr. to a promising racing career that featured a mid-2008 signing to become a development driver for Charlotte, North Carolina's NASCAR Driver Development Team, Team Full Throttle and later promotion to team Captain. 

Igo, grew up watching racing and admits he always wanted to give the sport a try, but finances kept him from doing so throughout his youth.

"My dad was always a fan of NASCAR and I just loved the sport," says Igo. "We went to the F1 Boston indoor kart track when I was about 10, but money was an issue. We just couldn't afford to get into racing, although we wanted to in the worst way."

Chris' dream of racing became a reality in 2005 when he was 12 years old. He explains his start in the sport.

"My mom took over her family's business, an industrial cleaning service called C.M. Cleaning. The business started doing really well around that time and for Christmas that year she got me a season in one of F1 Boston's karting leagues. It was great and I was so excited to finally get a chance to get involved in the sport," Igo recalls.

Igo didn't disappoint. He finished fifth in points in his first season and backed that up with a third-place championship result in 2006, his second year. Then, things all came together for the personable New Englander in 2007, when he won a league championship in the high performance karts.

"It was a fun few years," Chris recalled with a proud expression. "I mean, it was a karting league and most people don't give that much credit, but I ran against 10 to 20 other kids in every race in all three years. On top of that, it was near impossible to pass at F1’s indoor tracks without being sent to the back for a contact on the pass call by an official, so it definitely took a lot of skill and luck. To be able to get fifth, third, and then win the championship in my last season was a great accomplishment for me.”
By the end of 2007, Igo certainly wasn't ready to call it a career or stay put in the indoor karts. He and his family were intrigued by the possibility of taking a step up the racing ladder and exploring Chris’ talent. 

"We were looking for a Super Mini-Cup car, which are pretty popular around where I'm from. We thought about stepping up to late models or super trucks, but we didn't think that was the smartest thing to do because of my inexperience and lack of resources. Seekonk Speedway (Speedway, Mass.) was close to home and we got a good deal on a car that had won three championships, so that's what brought us into the Seekonk Youth Racing Association," Igo explained.

Igo began racing at Seekonk Speedway in the spring of 2007. The one-third mile speedway, one of the more popular ovals in New England, runs a Friday night series for Seekonk Youth Racing Association (SYRA) 600 and 750 mini-cup cars, among other classes. Igo and his family made the wise decision to start Chris running on Fridays, rather than on Saturday nights which feature the full-sized late model and super truck stock cars.

Chris ran in the SYRA 600 division in '07 and found immediate success. He won three heat races, one feature, and finished fourth in the season point standings with 17 top-three finishes. Igo followed '07 with more success in 2008, although it didn't come quite as easy he admits, as a hard wreck paralyzed their success as they wrestled to get the car competitive again. Igo took it one step further in 2009 where he decided to run in not only the SYRA 750 division at Seekonk, but also the New Hampshire Unrestricted Adult Touring Division. In the 2009 season at Seekonk, Igo won one feature race and finished 3rd in Championship points, while in the New Hampshire Unrestricted Adult Touring Division, Igo won one feature race and finished an impressive 2nd in Championship points.  
After turning 18 and competing for three consecutive years in the super Minicup series, for the 2011 season Chris stepped up to compete in the prestigious Seekonk Speedway Sport Truck Series which runs on Saturday nights during the summer season with well known veterans to the sport including Rick Martin, Dick Houlihan, and Mike Cavallaro. “The trucks have more than triple the horsepower of the Super Minicups and the Chevy S-10 I’ll be driving is full sized compared to the half-scale Minicups, so it will definitely take some adjusting to” Explained Chris. 
With the level of competition being so much higher and the need for mechanical skill being so great, Chris worked hard and was able to find a crew chief that would be a perfect fit.  In the winter of 2010, Chris publicly announced that he would be bringing aboard the nephew of a NASCAR legend, John Leslie to help crew the truck. John comes from a historical NASCAR background where his uncle, Bobby Leslie was team manager for Richard Childress Racing for years and Crew Chief for Mark Martin and Dale Earnhardt, Jr.  John was also a graduate of the first class for Jay Hedgecock's School, "Hedgecock Racing Academy" and was a mechanic on Bobby Hutchens NASCAR Whelen Modified in past years. 
It seemed as if everything was in place on Opening Night June 2010, after Chris posted the fast time at warm-ups in the trucks. However, disaster struck in final practice when Chris launched head first into the wall at over 70mph. The hit caused his truck to go spinning into the air, severely damaging both ends. Luckily he walked away uninjured, but mentally distressed as he explained what happened. “The truck just got away from me on entrance to turn one. The rear end slid out and I overcorrected, it was 100% driver error. I feel like we’ve all worked so hard to get to this point and now our season’s over before it began. I’m heartbroken but that’s racing, I made a mistake and I’ll learn from it. We’ll get it repaired and hope to be back out there next season.”
Igo would return the following season in 2011 for the last point’s race of the year, only to have mechanical failures that kept him from qualifying for the feature that night. This only motivated Chris and his team to come back stronger and ready for the 2012 season which will begin in June. 
When asked where he is now with his racing career after 2 years of not racing, he was quick with an answer. “A few years ago everything was looking great; I was captain of a Nascar Development Team and my on track success was incredible. The wreck definitely put us all back a couple steps but I believe everything happens for a reason. We’ll get back out there, take it slow and get adjusted to the truck again, have fun with it for a while and see where it brings us.”
Look for Chris to be competing on Saturday nights at Seekonk Speedway starting in June in the truck series and follow his success via Facebook or www.IgoRacing.com.
